
As faculty in the International & Multicultural Education Department at the University of San
Francisco (USF), we regret that your June 2, 2021, article describes an entire academic
department from the perspective of one individual only, and, therefore, does not capture our
long and impactful history that centers education advancing justice.

For nearly 50 years, the International & Multicultural Education (IME) Department has built its
work upon the principles of social justice, equity, and peace. The department was founded in
1975 by women of color, including several who worked closely with Brazilian educator Paulo
Freire, highly regarded around the world for his work in critical pedagogy and literacy. Over the
past decades, IME has graduated thousands of Master’s and doctoral students who have
brought social justice teachings into their workplaces, organizations, schools, and universities.
We are very proud of having created the first graduate program in Human Rights Education in
the United States and now offering a doctoral concentration in Racial Justice and Education.
Furthermore, our multiethnic/multiracial faculty represents a wide range of world religions,
including Baha’i, Catholicism, Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, and Islam.

Many IME students are involved in movement building for peace and justice both locally and
around the world. We encourage a public form of scholarship that is activist and engaged —
doing work in community beyond the walls of academia to take principled action against racial,
religious, and gendered oppression. For many years we have forwarded flyers via email in much
the same way one might share on a bulletin board. For example, students have shared
information about a rally to support people’s movements in Colombia and about events related
to climate justice movements and indigenous rights campaigns. During the current pandemic,
the email listserv had been open to students sharing resources with one another, and the recent
flyer shared by a student, through the Program Assistant, followed in this tradition. As long as
the attachment is in line with the values and mission of USF, the School of Education, and IME,
and is relevant to liberatory action, we share widely.

Recently, hundreds of leading scholars from around the country and world (including Princeton
University, Scholars of Jewish and Israeli Studies, and many others) have published statements
to express dismay at the military attacks in Palestine and Israel, resulting in the loss of hundreds
of civilian lives, including 68 children. The USF community joined with these scholars by
circulating a statement that conveys a deep concern for Palestinian human rights and
specifically mentions opposition to the violence on both sides, while emphasizing the
disproportionate power imbalance between the two. Notably, the statement takes a strong stand
for racial and ethnic justice: “And we denounce anti-Semitism, anti-Arab racism, and
Islamophobia in all its forms.”

We are deeply aware of and sensitive to the diversity of perspectives as well as the strong
emotions around Palestine/Israel and are committed to developing ongoing dialogue in our
university community around these issues through the lenses of human rights and racial justice.


